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COLONEL PAUL M. JOHNSON

Colonel Paul M. Johnson is the Commander, 71st Operations Group, Vance Air Force Base (AFB), Oklahoma.  He supervises all flying activities for the 71st Flying Training Wing as it conducts Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training for more than 400 U.S. Air Force and Allied student pilots each year.  The group operates more than 200 aircraft, flies more than 55,000 sorties annually, and logs more than 80,000 flying hours each year.  
Colonel Johnson graduated from San Diego State University in 1992, earning his commission through the Reserve Officer Training Corps.  After Undergraduate Pilot Training, his first operational flying assignment was in the B-1B at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota.  During that tour, he was competitively selected to crossflow to the    F-15C Eagle.  While stationed at RAF Lakenheath, United Kingdom, he participated in Operation ALLIED FORCE, where he logged 215 combat hours over the Former Yugoslavia.  He then served as an Introduction to Fighter Fundamentals Instructor Pilot and Flight Evaluator in the T-38C at Moody AFB, Georgia. Colonel Johnson was selected to attend the Air Force Institute of Technology’s Intermediate Developmental Education program at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, earning a degree in Systems Engineering.  Returning to the F-15C, Colonel Johnson served at Kadena Air Base, Japan as Instructor Pilot and Assistant Director of Operations.  During his tour in Japan, Colonel Johnson deployed to Camp Phoenix, The International Zone, Baghdad, Iraq, where he was the Operations Division Chief for the Coalition Air Force Transition Team.  Following Kadena, he became a USAF Aggressor at Nellis AFB, Nevada where his duties included being the Deputy Commander, then Director of Operations for the 414th Combat Training Squadron (RED FLAG), as well as the 57th Wing Chief of Safety.  After deploying to Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan as the 451st Air Expeditionary Wing Chief of Safety, Colonel Johnson returned to Nellis and assumed command of the 65th Aggressor Squadron.  His final position at Nellis was as the Chief of Safety for the United States Air Force Warfare Center.   In 2013, Colonel Johnson returned to Kadena as the 18th Operations Group’s Deputy Commander.  After his second tour at Kadena, and before arriving at Vance, Colonel Johnson was the Director of the Pacific Integrated Air and Missile Defense Center at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. Colonel Johnson is a Command Pilot with over 3,300 flying hours in fighter, bomber and trainer aircraft.  He is married to the former Rosana Duarte Faria of São Paulo, Brazil.  They have two children, Isabella Anne and Alexandra Sofia. 

EDUCATION

1992 Bachelor of Science, Aerospace Engineering, San Diego State University, CA

1998 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL

2003 Air Command and Staff College (correspondence), Maxwell AFB, AL

2004 Master of Arts, Humanities, California State University, CA

2005 Master of Science, Systems Engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology, OH

2007 Air War College (correspondence), Maxwell Air Force Base, AL
ASSIGNMENTS

1. December 1992 – December 1993, Student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Columbus AFB, MS

2. March 1994 - August 1994, Student, B-1B Initial Qualification Course, 28th Bomb Squadron, Dyess AFB, TX

2. August 1994 – April 1997, Copilot and Aircraft Commander, 77th and 37th Bomb Squadrons, Ellsworth Air Force Base, SD

3. May 1997 – May 1998, Student, F-15 Formal Training Unit, 2nd Fighter Squadron, Tyndall Air Force Base, FL

4. May 1998 – June 2001, Chief of Mobility and Flight Commander, 493rd Fighter Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, UK

5. June 2001 – May 2004, Chief of Standardization and Evaluation, 479th Flying Training Group and Assistant Director of Operations, 435th Fighter Training Squadron, Moody Air Force Base, GA

6. June 2004 – June 2005, Student, Air Force Institute of Technology Advanced Degree Program, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH

7. September 2005 – June 2008, Chief of Plans, 18th Wing, and Assistant Director of Operations, 44th Fighter Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan

8. June 2008 – June 2012, Commander, 65th Aggressor Squadron, Chief of Safety, 57th Wing, and Director of Operations, 414th Combat Training Squadron (RED FLAG), Nellis Air Force Base, NV
9. June 2012 – March 2013, Chief of Safety, United States Air Force Warfare Center, Nellis Air Force Base, NV
10. March 2013 – June 2015, Deputy Commander, 18th Operations Group, Kadena Air Base, Japan

11. July 2015 – June 2016, Director, Pacific IAMD Center, PACAF A5/8, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI

12:  June 2016 – present, Commander, 71st Operations Group, Vance Air Force Base, OK
FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight hours:  Over 3300

Combat hours: 215

Aircraft flown:  F-15C, B-1B, T-38C, T-38, T-37
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Distinguished Graduate, Undergraduate Pilot Training

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Joint Meritorious Unit Award
Meritorious Unit Award
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with 1 silver leaf cluster
Kosovo Campaign Medal

Iraq Campaign Medal

Afghanistan Campaign Medal

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 

Second Lieutenant 
10 January 1992


First Lieutenant

15 June 1994



Captain


15 June 1996



Major


1 February 2003

Lieutenant Colonel
1 February 2008
Colonel


1 May 2014

Current as of Jun 2016
U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E











